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OPEN ACCESS 
WHAT IS IT AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO YOU 
Open Access is the free, (sometimes) immediate, online 
availability of research articles coupled with the rights to use 
these articles fully (or not) in the digital environment.  
Open Access rocks. 
It will thrill you to your socks. 
Let’s get open, dudes. 
Author – Joshua Hogan 
 
SOME MAJOR PLAYERS 
DIRECTORY OF OPEN ACCESS 
JOURNALS (DOAJ) -DOAJ is a 
community-curated online directory 
that indexes and provides access to 
high quality, open access, peer-
reviewed journals. - http://doaj.org 
SPARC (the Scholarly Publishing and 
Academic Resources Coalition) works to 
enable the open sharing of research 
outputs and educational materials in 
order to democratize access to 
knowledge, accelerate discovery, and 
increase the return on our investment 
in research and 
education.http://sparcopen.org/ 
BioMed Central - For 15 years they have 
been making scientific research freely 
accessible and discoverable through 
partnerships, innovation and 
collaboration with the scientific 
community. Dedicated to open 
research, they now publish over 290 
quality peer-reviewed journals in 
Biology, Clinical Medicine and Health. -
https://www.biomedcentral.com/  
arXiv.org – Mainly science and math run 
by Cornell University - https://arxiv.org/ 
 
PLOS (Public Library Of Science) was 
founded in 2001 as a nonprofit Open 
Access publisher, innovator and 
advocacy organization with a mission 
to accelerate progress in science and 
medicine by leading a transformation 
in research communication. 
https://www.plos.org/ 
SHERPA/RoMEO - is a service run by 
SHERPA to show the copyright and 
open access self-archiving policies of 
academic journals. Sherpa - (Securing 
a Hybrid Environment for Research 
Preservation and Access)] 
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/inde
x.php - RoMEO – (Rights MEtadata 
for Open archiving ) 
SHERPA / JULIET – Research grant 





DIFFERENT VERSIONS OR 
“COLORS” OF OA 
Gold  - consists of journals that make all peer-reviewed articles freely available for 
online reading as soon as they’re published, without requiring fees or registration to 
read those articles. Authors may or may not have to pay for publication. 
Green - consists of peer-reviewed articles deposited in freely available digital 
repositories. As currently practiced, green OA may include articles in accepted but not 
copyedited or formatted form—and may include embargoes.  
Platinum - is an attempt to differentiate gold OA journals with no fees for authors. 
Gratis OA consists of articles that are readable for free online, but possibly no more 
than that. 
Libre OA consists of articles that have at least some additional forms of free usability, 
ideally including the ability to download, redistribute, use for derivative works, and 
search or data-mine. 
RoMEO’S DEFINITIONS: 
Gold open access publishing  -  Green can archive pre-print and post-print  -  Blue can 
archive post-print (ie final draft post-refereeing)  -  Yellow can archive pre-print (ie 
pre-refereeing)  -  White archiving not formally supported 
 
THE FEDS GET INVOLVED 
In 2013, John Holdren, Barack Obama's director of the 
Office of Science and Technology Policy, issued a 
memorandum directing United States' Federal 
Agencies with more than $100M in annual R&D 
expenditures to develop plans within six months to 
make the published results of federally funded 
research freely available to the public within one 
year of publication. As of March 2015, two agencies 
had made their plans public: the Department of 
Energy and the National Science Foundation. 
 
NOT ALL HAVE NOBLE 
ASPIRATIONS PREDATORY 
PRACTICES 
Predatory journals are primarily fee-collecting 
operations—they exist for that purpose and only 
incidentally publish articles, generally without 
rigorous peer review, despite claims to the contrary. 
www.scholarlyoa.com – watchdog on predatory 





WHY HASN’T EVERYONE JUMPED 
ON THE BANDWAGON ? FACULTY 
CONCERNS 
Cost to them 
Loss of prestige, not being published in “name” 
journal – or journal without high impact factor 
Predatory OA 
Tenure issues 
Copyright issues – are they violating any 
Not much OA in humanities area 
WHY SHOULD LIBRARIANS 
CARE? 
Why should librarians care? Public librarians should care 
because OA can provide access to research that your 
patrons may find valuable and that you can’t afford to 
subscribe to. Academic librarians should care because 
your institution can’t keep buying all the journals your 
community could use and because your library can play an 
active role in improving the situation (possibly reducing 
your costs in the long run). All librarians should care 
because OA means more access to more scholarship for 
more people. W. Crawford - 
https://journals.ala.org/ltr/article/view/5757/7209 
“Off the top of my head, I’d say that we librarians should 
care about OA as we are one of the few groups 
constitutionally dedicated to principles of openness.  If 
we’re not involved at some level, it will become 
increasingly co-opted by publishers.”  Josh Hogan 
 
WHAT IS THE LIBRARY 
DOING? 
SCOA Working Group meeting every month for the past 3 years developing 
programming, offering proposals for DG to offer to AUC schools, providing 
marketing for OA initiatives, Research Guide, 
http://research.auctr.edu/scholcomm . 
Biomed deal – “In order to further demonstrate our commitment to new 
modes of scholarly communication and open access, the Atlanta University 
Center (AUC) Robert W. Woodruff Library is proud to announce that we 
have established an Open Access Supporter Membership with BioMed 
Central and SpringerOpen.  The Atlanta University Center’s BioMed Central 
Open Access Supporter Membership enables all faculty from our member 
institutions (Clark Atlanta University, the Interdenominational Theological 
Center, Morehouse College and Spelman College) to achieve the most 
widespread dissemination of their research.  All researchers and faculty 
from Clark Atlanta University, the Interdenominational Theological Center, 
Morehouse College and Spelman College are entitled to a 15% discount on 
the article-processing charge for all papers accepted to any BioMed Central 
or SpringerOpen journal.  Additionally, BioMed Central and SpringerOpen 
will also automatically populate our AUC e-Scholarship Repository 
(DigitalCommons) with articles published by researchers and faculty within 
the Atlanta University Center community.”  
LIBRARY INITIATIVES 2 
WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
The SCOA Working Group will be 
coming to you soon, but in the 
meantime simply be prepared for the 
discussion if a faculty member 
approaches you about Open Access.  
 
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
